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no other reason than that they were each in their different
ways more capable than himself, he ruined both their lives by
the most narrow-minded domestic tyranny. Lastly, Cosimo III
was the first of his house who by his conduct as a ruler
turned the poorer classes of the people against him, and
thereby overthrew that which had always been the strongest
bulwark of his family. Such was the result which had been
produced by Ferdinand II's weakness in allowing his eldest
son to be brought up by a foolish and incapable mother in
the manner that he did, whereby evils were entailed for half
a century, upon both the country and the family, which were
appalling in their magnitude and deplorable in their con-
sequences.